

November, 2011

Dear Parishioners and Friends of the Church of the Transfiguration,
By the time you read this letter the Diocese of New York should have a new Coadjutor Bishop (who will succeed Bishop Sisk when he retires) following the Electoral Convention on Saturday, October 29.  This parish is well represented at that Convention by the Rector, Fr McPherson, Deacon Betts, Carol Bowie and Alex Ellwood.  Our leaders, new and old, in the church certainly need our regular prayers as they face the challenges of the present time. The Diocese of New York, for instance, has many smaller parishes that cannot sustain full-time ministry as well as declining finances overall.  Like in other spheres this can mean cutbacks and closures, which are always painful.  The new bishop will need all the strength he or she can muster to deal with these challenges as well as to seek ways to renew and strengthen the parishes and ministries of the diocese.  At Transfiguration we have been blessed by the generosity of parishioners past and present as well as by the good outcome of our building redevelopment.  This has enabled us both to maintain our full program and continue with important restoration projects. However we are in the midst of our annual pledging campaign (for which you have received a separate mailing) which I commend to your careful consideration and response.  Our “live” giving complements and enhances the generosity of past generations of parishioners and helps us to build an even more effective basis for our future mission and ministry. We really do need to increase this “live” component of our income to achieve a healthy balance with our inherited and property income.  God has blessed us and will continue to bless us if we remain faithful, hopeful, and generous.
The beginning of November sees the complementary feasts of All Saints’ and All Souls’. Our custom here is to celebrate these on All Saints’ Sunday (November 6) at which we conclude with an All Souls’ Commemoration at which names of the departed are read.  Names may be submitted to the office at any time up to Thursday, November 3, via email, receptionist@littlechurch.org, or by phone. There are also forms for names at the back of the church. 
Linked to this commemoration is the annual Episcopal Actors’ Guild Memorial Service when members of the theatrical profession who have died in the past year are remembered at a lovely Evensong service. This will be held on Sunday, November 13, at 3 p.m. This has been a popular service for parishioners for many years. This year the speaker is Frances Sternhagen.
On that same Sunday, November 13 we will have our second “Family Friendly Mass” for the season.  Many parishioners of all ages enjoy these with their musical variety and children-oriented sermon.  However the vestry recently had a discussion regarding a more suitable name for these services since we hope all our liturgies are friendly to families!  My suggestion is a “Mass for all ages.”  Any further suggestions would be welcomed.
Our current Pledging Campaign will conclude on the Feast of Christ the King (November 20) when we are encouraged to place our pledges in the special offering basket.  On that Sunday at 11am our preacher will be Archbishop Peter Carnley (former Primate of the Anglican Church in Australia) who is teaching for a second year at General Seminary. 
Once again we will have a service at 11am in the Chapel on Thanksgiving Day (November 24).  There is nothing quite like giving thanks to God before joining family and friends in the traditional Thanksgiving Dinner.
Last but by no means least, November concludes with the Feast Day of St Andrew the Apostle (November 30). As is my custom there will be a Sung Mass at 6:30 p.m. followed by my annual Reception in the Rectory.  This is always a lovely way to celebrate before the busyness of the Christmas season settles in.
I do hope you can participate and join in some or all of these services and events.
With my prayer filled and loving good wishes, 
                                                                                                                  Rector

